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SUBJECT : THE BUENOS AIRES BOMBING: PLENTY OF BLAME TO GO AROUND 

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER RABIN'S REACTION TO THE BUENOS AIRES 
BOMBING HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY TWO THEMES: BLAMING HIZBALLAH, 
IRAN AND TO A LESSER EXTENT ARGENTINA, AND THE LACK OF 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN PREVENTING TERRORISM AGAINST 
ISRAELI / JEWISH TARGETS. WHILE NODDING TOWARDS THE PROBABILITY OF 
AN IRANIAN HAND IN THE ATTACK, OPPOSITION LEADERS STRESSED THAT 
SYRIA ALSO SUPPORTS HIZBALLAH. END SUMMARY. 

KHOMEYNISM WITHOUT KHQMEYNI 



3. WHILE IMPLYING THAT HIZBALLAH WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THIS ATTACK, RABIN STRESSED THAT THEY WERE PART OF WHAT HE CALLED 
AN INTERNATIONAL "SYSTEM OF ISLAMIC EXTREMISM" SPONSORED BY IRAN 
THAT LASHED OUT AT ISRAELI AND JEWISH TARGETS WORLDWIDE. HE 
INCLUDED IN THIS NETWORK HIZBALLAH, HAMAS AND ISLAMIC JIHAD, 
WHICH, HE SAID, RECEIVED VARYING DEGREES OF SUPPORT AND 
SPONSORSHIP FROM IRAN. RABIN CALLED ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY TO "WISE UP TO THE FACT THAT AT THE PRESENT PERIOD, AN 
EFFORT IS BEING EXERTED BY ELEMENTS WHICH ARE IDEOLOGICALLY AND 
PRACTICALLY CONNECTED WITH IRAN" A VIEW ECHOED BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER PERES, WHO TOLD A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET ON 
TUESDAY, "WE KNOW WHERE THE FINGERPRINTS LEAD." 

4 . RABIN ALSO SHOWED SOME EXASPERATION WITH THE La^K DU 
COOPERATION FROM FOREIGN INTELLIGEN CE awn swrrTPTTY .gppTr-rr^ in 
ALMOST EVERY PUBLIC STATEMENT SINCE THE BOMBING, HE HAS 
REITERATED THAT THE ONLY WAY TO COMBAT THESE GROUPS IS WITH 
BETTER INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION ON THE INTELLIGENCE AND 
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SECURITY FRONT. HE EMPHATICALLY DENIED THAT THIS WAS AN 
INTELLIGENCE FAILURE ON THE PART OF ISRAELI SERVICES , POINTING 



/OUT THAT THE GO I HAD PASSED TO FRIENDLY SERVICES WHATEVER IT HAD 
' {NO MATTER HOW VAGUE) ON POSSIBLE ATTACKS AGAINST ISRAELI 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS. INTERNATIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR THE PEACE PROCESS, HE SEEMED TO IMPLY, OBLIGATED THE 
COUNTRIES IN WHICH JEWS LIVED "TO IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE MEASURES 
TO IMPROVE THE SECURITY OF JEWS, ESPECIALLY IN COUNTRIES IN WHICH 
THERE IS AN EXTREMIST ISLAMIC TERROR INFRASTRUCTURE . " RABIN WENT 
ON TO VOW THAT THE GO I WOULD SEEK OUT AND PUNISH THE PERPETRATORS 
IF THEY WERE NOT CAUGHT IN ARGENTINA . 

5. SPECIFICALLY, RABIN CALLED FOR MORE EFFECTIVE COOPERATION 
AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES --INCLUDING CONDUCTING JOINT 
OPERATIONS -- AGAINST ISLAMIC TERRORIST GROUPS . HE CITED THE 
UNITED STATES, EUROPE, SOUTH AMERICA, AND THE FAR EAST, AS PLACES 
WHERE THESE CELLS HAVE AN INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CARRYING OUT 
TERRORIST ATTACKS. HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE UNITED STATES 
STOOD ALONE IN SEEKING TO ISOLATE IRAN. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT 
SOME COUNTRIES HAVE FELT AN ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE TO FOSTER 
RELATIONS WITH TEHRAN, HIS UNDERLYING MESSAGE WAS THAT THIS DID 
NOT PRECLUDE PREEMPTIVE ACTION TO PREVENT TERRORISM. 

.6. RABIN'S FRUSTRATION AND ANGER OVER THE BOMBING SEEPED THROUGH 

'iN CONVERSATION WITH ARGENTINE PRESIDENT MENEM, ACCORDING TO 
ISRAELI PRESS REPORTS. DURING A CLOSED SESSION OF THE KNESSET 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE, RABIN REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
HE HAD RESPONDED TO MENEM' S QUESTION AS TO WHY THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY IN ARGENTINA HAD BEEN TARGETED AGAIN BY TELLING MENEM 

✓"THAT IS SOMETHING YOU SHOULD ASK YOURSELF." FOREIGN MINISTER 
PERES, HOWEVER, HAS HAD NOTHING BUT PRAISE FOR THE ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE TO THE BOMBING AND FOR PRESIDENT MENEM 
PERSONALLY. HE TOLD THE KNESSET THAT MENEM WAS QUICK TO EXPRESS 

•'HIS DEEP SORROW OVER THE BOMBING AND TO COMMIT HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
MAKING EVERY EFFORT POSSIBLE TO APPREHEND THOSE RESPONSIBLE. THE 
ARGENTINIANS ALSO QUICKLY ACCEPTED THE GOI'S REQUEST TO SEND IDF 
RESCUE AND BOMB EXPERTS, SOPHISTICATED RUBBLE MOVING EQUIPMENT, 

✓AND, ACCORDING TO SOME PRESS REPORTS, A MOSSAD TEAM TO ASSIST 
ARGENTINE INTELLIGENCE. 

EXPRESSIONS OF SORROW ARE NOT ENOUGH 



7. ALTHOUGH EXPRESSING OUTRAGE AT THE ATTACK AND BLAMING IRAN, 
OPPOSITION FIGURES ALSO STRESSED THAT SYRIA MUST SHARE 
RESPONSIBILITY AND SUGGESTED THAT THE PEACE THAT RABIN HOPED TO 
BEGIN THROUGH HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE PLO WAS ILLUSORY. LIKUD 
LEADER BINYAMIN NETANYAHU CALLED ON GO I OFFICIALS TO STOP MAKING 
GESTURES TO DAMASCUS ON THE GOLAN UNTIL THE SARG STOPPED 
PROTECTING HIZBALLAH. ZEVULUN HAMMER OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
PARTY SAID THAT THE AGREEMENT WITH THE PLO HAD CREATED AN 
ILLUSION OF CALM AND HAD ELIMINATED TERRORISM, BUT THIS HAD NOW 
BEEN SHATTERED. "GAZA IS HERE," SAID HAMMER, "IT IS AT THE EREZ 
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CHECKPOINT, TEL AVIV, AFULA, AND BUENQS AIRES. " 

8. COMMENT: DESPITE THE OUTRAGE EXPRESSED BY POLITICIANS FROM 
ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM, THE BOMBING IN ARGENTINA HAS HAD 
TO SHARE FRONT PAGE COVERAGE WITH THE FIRST DIRECT ISRAELI - 
JORDANIAN BILATERAL TALKS IN THE REGION AND THE UPCOMING 
WASHINGTON SUMMIT. RABIN, FOR HIS PART, HAS SKIRTED THE ISSUE OF 
SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR HIZBALLAH, A DECISION LIKELY NOT UNRELATED TO 
THE SECRETARY'S CURRENT EFFORTS IN THE REGION. HE TOLD IDF RADIO 
THAT, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO POINT TO ANY DIRECT SYRIAN CONNECTION 

IN THIS ATTACK. ■ 
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